Good morning, ladies and gentlemen.

My name idkuo Kabashimal am the Governor of Kumamoto
Prefecture.

| am very grateful for thispportunity to presemiso today
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When | was a child, my dream was to raise cattle in the
beautiful grasslands éfso.

Unfortunately, my childhood dream has not come.tiieleast
not yet.

But | am happy to do my part, to heso become a GIAHS.
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Today’s Presentation

1. Why Aso is so valuable:
A) Agricultural Diversity
B) Biodiversity
C) Landscape
D) Culture

2. Protecting Aso

Today,| am here with two key persons. Mtenshin
Miyamoto. He is an Italian chef, and was the first person to
suggest applying for GIAHS.

And Ms. Eri Otsu. She is a farmer &so.

After my presentation, they will tell you more about food
culture and agriculturef Aso.

Why isAso so valuable?
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Kyushu Island
In western Japan

Let me start with the sitef Aso.
Asois located in the center of Kyushu Island in western Japan.
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Mt. Asois an activevol-canoand it has one of the largest
calderas in the world.

It is amazing that 70,000 people are living here.

First, | will introduce the diverse and integrated agricultural
systems oAso. | think they are essential elements for being
recognized as GIAHS.
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Agricultural Diversity: Grass

The use of grass is omique aspect A& s oagrgultural
diversity.

Aso has the largest grasslands in Japan.

There are many grasslands in the world, but they usually exist
mostly in dry regions, like the Savanna.
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Rainfall Temperature

average monthly rainfall | | Average monthly temperature
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The climate in Kumamoto, however, is warm and humid.
In this climate, grasslands usually turn to forests.
But not inAso.

In Asoit is unique thagrasslands are conserved on such a large
scale- 22,000 hectares.

How is this possible?
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The key is “Noyaki”
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The answers"Noyakib ur ni ngo

%o — No 3 A ®




ANoyakib u r n helpgneéw sprouts to grow.
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“Novyaki” keeps 22,000ha grassland

Management of grasslands through
agricultural practices

The vasigrasslands oAso aremaintainedoy human control.
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Let me explain the difference betwedwioyakib u r nand g o
"Slash and Burning".

| nNoyakib ur ni n g aime ibshartandrthg temperature of
the soil does not rise. Therefore, underground roots and aeeds
safe.

On the other hand, i n ASIash a
Therefore plants and animals living in the field are usually killed.

ANoyakib u r n comsgrves biodiversity different fromS | a s h
and Burningbo.
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